
 
We are now almost through the AGM season and I have seen so 
many positive Districts and dedicated Leaders. I recently saw a 
presentation by some Explorer/Network Scouts who received their 
Queen Scout Awards this year. It occurred to me whilst listening to 
them that all the skills used to achieve this goal, were as the result of 
their learning in Beavers, Cubs, Scouts, Explorers, Network etc. So 
every Leader plays a part in the development and progression of our 
youngsters through the movement. 
 
The quality and variety of programmes that I have seen at District 
Centenary camps has been fantastic, I am only sorry that I am unable 
to control the weather. Maybe those of you that booked your camps 
excluding the May Bank Holiday weekend had learned your lesson 
from the Millennium Camps? I look forward to visiting more to see the 
standard of camping in Greater London North and guess that I am 
going to get wet, even if it isn’t raining! 
 
This might be the last issue that you read before going off to summer camps and activities, so may I wish you an 
enjoyable summer and successful camps etc. I expect to hear all about them when you return. Let us also 
remember those members who will be at the International Jamboree and I don’t mean just the contingent. We 
have a number of people helping with IST, set up and break down and a whole host of other functions. Finchley, 
Friern Barnet and Golders Green will be offering Home Hospitality to contingents from Chile and South Africa. 
Docklands Scout Project will be hosts to Sea Scouts on 31 tall ships from Holland, Norway, Slovenia, Poland, 
France, Germany and Portugal. The Armada will cross the Channel from Ostend to Ramsgate and up to the river 
Medway where they will be escorted the 30 miles up the River Thames by the Port of London Authority. The 
ships will be moored at Docklands Scout Project for 2 days before their return journeys start. 
 
Don’t forget to send me your sunrise post cards. My postman has been promised an electric cart if we get plenty 
of response, so for his health sake, please don’t let him down. 
 
 
Barry Manley  
County Commissioner 
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Calling all 12-16 year olds.  The scout association would like to find out what  Scouts in this age range 
think about some of the possible benefits and have therefore devised a short questionnaire. 
 
So please ask all your 12—16 year olds to visit  www.nfpsynergy.net/scouts Deadline 1 July 2007. 



A night to celebrate Scouting 
 
T’was 1907and Lord Baden Powell 
Was bored in his study, his belly did growl. 
So he fixed himself up some bangers and 
mash, 
 
When a crazy idea hit him, quick as a flash! 
He scoffed his potatoes and sausages too 
(Then paused for a moment to go to the loo!) 
He laced up his boots and put on his hat, 
And turned to his side and said bye to his cat. 
He went out a-hiking, a pack on his back, 
 
And of course it was raining, so wearing his 
mac! 
 
He collected 20 boys from different schools, 
Looking back now they were clearly all fools! 
They all went camping for two whole weeks, 
Tracking animals and birds with different 
beaks. 
 
Using sticks and some sisal they practised 
knots, 
 
And did clever things, like made earmuffs with 
socks! 
 
And not forgetting fire – that had to be there… 
It took precedence over cleaning their hair! 
At the end of the camp, the Scouts they did 
look 
 
Dishevelled and mangy and covered in soot! 
Despite all of this, the fears and the joys, 
He went on to write ‘Scouting for Boys’! 
Now 100 years later we find ourselves here 
Minus only some cold wine and beer, 
We thank Baden Powell for all he has done, 
And hope we continue to have lots of fun! 
 
 
By, Patricia O’Connor, Dean Khodabacus and 
Patrick Snow 15th Finchley Scout Group, 
Centenary Campfire 

Massive Equipment Sale 
 
There is going to be a massive online shop for ex-
Jamboree equipment which can be bought after the 
event. The list includes everything from kitchen gear, 
through water and other sports equipment, to tents, 
gazebos etc. There's also IT kit, building materials and 
even an ambulance!  
 
Time to start searching for a bargain... 
 
Why not register your group and find out more about 
this by visiting the website: 
 
http://eng.thejamboree.org/sales/ 

HARINGEY DISTRICT SCOUT & 
GUIDE FETE 

 
at Scout Park, Gordon Road, N11 
on 14th July 2007 from 1.30 p.m. 

Admission - Over 14 yrs to 60 yrs - £1.00 
Concessions & children under 14 – 50p 

Gazebos available for Stalls and Side Shows 
Cost – Large Gazebos - £21.  Small - £11. 

 
Please contact Val. M. Fort 

95 Sydney Road, London, N10 2ND  
Tel No:  020-8883-6130 

 
Email scouting.shirval@tiscali.co.uk  

for application form  
 

If you wish to advertise your business from just  
£15 then please contact us before 28th June 
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 A big thank you for all your kind messages during my  
recent illness.  I have successfully come through three 
“surgical procedures” at UCH (they don’t seem to call them 
operations any more) where they have managed to  
remove some unwanted stones that have manufactured 
themselves in my liver.  At the same time I successfully 
dug my escape tunnel and I am now recovering at home, 
getting myself fit for some little event in Essex in a month’s 
time. Please note that I am currently on a short course of 
tablets which have side effects of slight amnesia and con-
fusion.  No change there, then! 
  
Chris Foster 



It seemed to take 100 years in the planning and was then all over in a flash (perhaps that was the lightning?). 
 
CCI District and guests (18th Edmonton, 23rd & 24th Southgate) took over Essex Chase at Gilwell for the 
Whitsun bank Holiday Weekend. We had 500 participants from 14 Groups – covering all sections. 
 
Whilst Scouters were getting their sites sorted on the Friday night, the cinema opened and showed the 
original Star Wars – marking the 25th anniversary of initial release. 
 
Activities began on the Saturday morning after the formal opening by the DC. Each youth member had a 
Mission Passport and could chose from thirty different activities being run by the Groups. The choices 
included puzzles and quizzes, woggle making, pancake making, first aid skills, code breaking, knotting, face 
painting and tattoos – to mention just a few. Explorers went offsite to play golf at the local “Pitch and Putt” in 
Sewardstone. 
 
After lunch we began our “It’s A Knockout” – involving over 300 youth participants (all mixed up) and 30 adults 
(plus the judges and officials). This event had all 30 teams competing in a variety of silly events all at the 
same time – football relay, water carry relay, caterpillar crawl, stretcher race and a sedan chair race. In 
addition there was the opportunity to throw wet sponges at the CC, DC and their deputies – great fun, but not 
enough sponges to go round! The final event saw the team chaperones battling it out with skipping ropes and 
space hoppers. Just as the final piece of equipment was put away, the heavens opened and it rained non stop 
for forty days and forty nights……the ark is nearly finished though! 
 
Each Group had selected a James Bond Movie as their theme and had to decorate their site, dress up, theme 
their menu etc. Tragically, the weather was too wet to hold the planned 007 Parade, but many Groups carried 
on regardless with their theme. 
 
Chingford District ran the site campfire and then everyone transferred to the top of “The Quick” for the 
Centenary Beacon Lighting. This was followed by the disco – the driest & warmest place on camp! 
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The weather got worse during the night, but Sunday morning at our District gathering, everyone had smiling 
faces, whilst “Singing in The Rain”. Here the CC presented Stephen Darlow with The Bar to the Medal of 
Meritorious Conduct Award, and four leaders also were presented with their Wood badge. Fiona led a Scouts 
Own, encouraging us to think about the experiences of the weekend. The activity programme started, and we 
tried to run as many site events as we could – but some were just too dangerous in the wind, rain and wet! It 
was still too wet to run the parade on Sunday evening, so the cinema opened early showing a double bill of 
“Over The Hedge” and “Happy Feet”. We had to turn the marquee into an IMAX when the screen blew down in 
the gale force winds! 
 
That evening some groups reluctantly took the decision to head for home – many children had run out of dry 
clothes. The rain still continued, and the wind started to bring down tree branches – so it all got a bit dangerous 
at one point. 
 
On Monday, the only decision available was to encourage Groups to ship everyone home as soon as they 
could. It would have been impossible to run the activities because of the weather, the lack of clean, dry clothes, 
and the fact that many Groups were already on their way home. 
 
On balance though, the youth membership thoroughly enjoyed the whole weekend – and I suspect the adults 
had their moments as well. It would have been fantastic if the sun had appeared, but I still think it was a 
memorable event. 
 
Thanks are due to everyone who supported the event and congratulations are due to all those who survived it. 
Immense applause goes to the Gilwell staff. In addition, my personal thanks to the It’s A Knockout team – Brian, 
Jenny, William, Martin and Dawn (plus Brian, Clare, Mike and Alex on the day) and to my team at 1st City who 
not only allowed me to get out of washing up duties, but kept me supplied with tea, coffee and the odd drop of 
adult ribena! 
 
In 2005, I stated that that would be the last District Camp I would organise. I was persuaded to take on the task 
again for 2007, definitely for the very last time. Categorically, this was the last one I’ll organise – it is quite 
challenging doing this, being a GSL, being self employed and living 100 miles from the District! 
 
Things will be different next year – both 8th Holborn and 1st City are celebrating their own centenaries next year, 
and already have site bookings in place, so will not be at a District Camp if one happens. This is an ideal 
opportunity for a new organiser to take on the job – and figure out how to do it, without the pressure of big 
numbers. If you would like to assist, please contact the DC without delay. 
 
 
John Cronin 
ADC Scouts CCI 
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County AGM—Tuesday 12th June 
 
Our annual county AGM went down a storm on Tuesday 12th June thanks to a young 
explorer scout called Simon Holt who is from Southgate District. Simon gave us a 
PowerPoint of his year so far and what an action packed year it looked he was having a 
great time and as he said if you times that by the number of young people having as 
much fun as Simon is then we are doing things right in Greater London North. Simon then 
went on to amuse us all with a rendition of the old TV favourite Blankety Blank complete 
with music as well operated by his assistant the lovely Ashley! He chose his victims by 
playing a game of heads and tails and the last four standing were the ones going on to 
play the game. Several of us were picked on and got a mention in the questions and the 4 chosen ones gave us 
some fabulous answers but the answer of the night had to be ‘his woggle’ all agreed it was very amusing and 
the applause at the end said it all, well done Simon. 
 
The Chairman was also on a roll and the business end of the AGM went smoothly and swiftly. The accounts 
went through with no questions asked as people had time to examine them from the web site prior to the AGM. 
The Chairman had to stand down because of his new national role, but is acting until we can find a new 
Chairman. We had a room full of people from around the county at the very nice modern comfortable Edmonton 
scout headquarters. We also had some dignitaries including several mayors and the new Chief Commissioner 
Wayne Bulpit who gave an inspiring speech about how the year was going so far and some facts and figures. 
He then invested several members of the new county team into their roles and issued them with their new 
warrants. He also gave out some awards including a long service award to Val Bright and a Medal of Merit To 
Charles Rowell. Stephen Darlow’s award was also mentioned as it was only the second one of its kind to be 
given out. 
 
The new County Development officer Russ Dyble was also introduced to the room as this was his first large 
official event and he was seen chatting to many people after the meeting along with our Field development 
officer Simon Aulton. The county also did the jamboree raffle and the prizes were announced and those who 
were there and had a lucky ticket went away very happy indeed especially the new laptop owner. Barry Manley 
told us all that had happened during the past year in the County and had lots of paper evidence of our 
achievements and what a lot there were. He also introduced the new county team to everyone and explained 
how the team would work and gave his thanks to various people.  All in all it was a great evening and the 
jamboree unit managed to sell lots of unit merchandise as well as getting a plug in for the website which, just to 
remind you is  www.glnjamboree.org.uk. 
 
This has probably been said elsewhere in the newsletter but just in case. A big thank you to The scouting team 
from Edmonton who did us proud and to Alan King the county secretary for managing the process and his team 
for putting it all together. 
 
Lets hope the next one is as entertaining 
 
Mark Darlow 
Director of Communications. 
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Note from the editor 
 
If you have any items you would like to   added 
to future North Circulars then please feel free 
to email me and I will see what I can do . 
 
I am able to accept RTF documents and photo 
in either GIF or JPEG 
 
The copy Deadline for the North Circular 
will be the  15th of each month anything 
received after this date will be carried over to 
the next edition (subject to space) 
 
Email:   northcircular@gln-scouts.org.uk 
 
Derek Chambers 
Editor 
9th Muswell Hill Scout Leader 

 
Recipe for Scouting 
 
Start with 20 grams of boys, eager for some fun 
Sprinkle on them some adventure in the warm summer 
sun. 
 
Add a cup of diversity, to make the temperature just 
right 
 
And crack in two laughs, to keep the whole thing light. 
Swirl in some leaders, overflowing with lots of skills 
To ensure the rest of the mix will get their learning 
fills. 
 
Pour on a cup of enjoyment; we don’t want it going 
dry, So also add some girls to keep it flying high. 
Unite it all together; don’t let any escape 
For you have just created the most glorious birthday 
cake. 
 
Now leave it for 100 years, it will improve with age 
And now we’ll share it together on a slightly different 
stage 
 
From 1907, Baden Powell and Brownsea Island 
This recipe for Scouting has proved itself very grand. 
With 28 million Scouts around the world involved 
Scouting has reached 100, a birthday laced with gold. 
 
 
By Patricia O’Connor 
15th Finchley Scout Group, Centenary Campfire 
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Awards 

 
Stephen Darlow 
Bar to the Medal of Meritorious Conduct 
 
 
15 year Long Service 
 
Neall.Garrad  Haringey 
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We stock uniforms for Beavers, Cubs, Scouts, Explorers and Adults. We 
also have a selection of record cards, certificates and centenary souvenirs. 
 

If it’s not in stock - We'll order it for you 
 

7:30pm - 9pm on Wednesdays  
 

3:30pm - 5pm Saturdays. 
 

Other times by appointment - Group visits also by appointment 
 

The shop is located behind the providore in 
 

Scout Park, 
Gordon Road, 

London N11 2PB 
 

For more info contact 
 

Jacky 020 8888 1817     07702803029 
 

shop@haringeyscouting.org.uk  
 
 

SCOUT PARK UNIFORM SHOP 


